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CAN WE BUILD LARGER?

In recent years & number of astromomers have ssid that the 200-inch Hal
telescope is the largest that will ever be built. This has not dissouraged the
progonents of gbill larger instruments. Indeed, the Russiesns are nearing completion
& %ai@;@ 236-inch telescope. HMoreover, two Eurcpean astrononers have notsbly
@@fﬁ%}@@@é to experiment with unconventiomal methods of comstructing very large

irrorg. They propose meking the large mirrors out of smaller ones wnited on a
gingle fized suwport of grest rigidity. A multi-nlrror Lelescope is presently
‘being built and will inelude six 72-inch mirrors scting as the primary. While the
light-gathering cepebilitises will be equal %o a 176-inch mirrey, their resolving
power would only equal that of s simgle 72-ineh mirror, 88 explained in Amateur
Telescope Making, page 317.

The pessimists do not conclude that engineers eouvld mot bulld larger telescopes,
or that, if bullt, these would necesgsarily be defective in an instrument-engineering
pense. The outer limit would be set not by enginesring limitations, but by
lrregularities in the earth’s atmogphere which blur the images of sbarsr the
larger the teleseope, the grester the bluring.

It has slmost beem forgotten that in 1963 F. G. Peage of the Mount Wilson

-, Coservatory published a éesﬁing for a proposed Wo-ineh telescope. His desipgn
o8lled for a 25-foot mirror in a wounting caerried on & horseshoe-bearing similar to
the one that now carries the 200-inch, s feature proposed by Russell ¥W. Porter.
Pease, an astronomey, precision optieciem, &nd engineer y, with R. W. Ritchey
degigned the 100-inch %Ee%éﬁeg was not frightened by %@g@é tudeg be stated that
Sgnything up £6 100-feet in sperture can be builk g;g@ﬁié@é ane wants to pay for
it®%, Bubt the finencing of & convenbional telesecope larger than the 200-inch would
be a very serious problem. The 200-inch sost $6,550,000 and might cost twice as
much today, and & 300~inch whld be theorebically three times as bulky and esstly.
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NEd ASTRONOMY CLUB IN DORAVILLE

At ths g‘@@ﬁé% af Eﬁz@ Gale, Paul B. Dill, former Planetarium Interne with
the Fleighmarnn Planebarium Atmospherium at the University of Nevadas in Remo, i‘ée%f&@sa
was made g@@@%@? 0 & new ﬁaﬁ%ﬁ?’@%&% group forming in the Doyaville, Ga. avea, through
the Dorgwille Recreation Center.

Thim Agtronomy interest growp is comprised primarily of sbtudents from the
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NEW CLUB (Cont'd)
area high schools, speeifically Henderson High.

The organisation is in its formative stage right now, showing interest in
%ﬁiiﬁiggg teleseopes, Astrophotogrephy, Meteor cbserving, Ast tography with &
normal ceamera without the aid of a teleseops, and overnight observing sesslons,

% name & feow.

The group, in bime, plans o become an affiliate of the Atlants Astronomy
Club, as a junioy off-ghoot, thereby ensbling them to uee the resoureces from both
the Doraville Recreation Center and those of the Atlanta &gi}?ﬁﬁ@f@f Club.

Transportation for field %rips has been volunteered by Mrs. Joanne Gibbs of
the Doraville Recreation Cenber with & Van tvruck ab the groups dizposasl. The group
bas & sgtanding invitation for viewing in Conyers, (a. when they are ready to
obgerve with thelr ocwn equipment.

¥We of the Atlants e%.@%ge%%? Club welcome the new Doraville Agtronomy
students to cur ever-growing femily and the new growp is lisbed as followas

Tem Bynun = ?3’5”»5@82%
Msre Colby = 938-86L2

Andy Gibbs 93h=-1691

it
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(baerving Alert Woekend Repowd

Cur monthly OAW was held Pebruary 27 in the publie avss of Panolas State Pavk.
Some 13 of us gathered on that Friday evening wnder clear skies. The temperature
wag in the 507s and the humidity low. The most unmsual instrument used was
Dr. Calder's ®Japanese battleship bincculars®, The plancbs and Hessier objechs
were the most observed sights. How sgbout bringing your porteble instrument to the
next OAWI 1It's & great sctlvity. The %g’@ gathering will be announeed during
this meeting. Make & note and coms.

= David Speering
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