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This %E@%@%&?ﬁ%&% ig located undernesin the gtalrwell at Bradley Tbservabtory.)

rought groups §§ gtudents o the meetings. These spee
P @aﬁgﬁgiﬁﬁéﬁ.l? 1led attendance %@ §§ e 60 people. Howewer, the aver
cund 25 %@ %& The club also very guiskly
n to 20 or 25 wery quickly. I% grew bo sboubt &@ mséhesg by 1950 and %o ?ﬁ in
It is 1LD now.

Initially the nemes of meubers were kept on 8 card-index by F. P. Rose. :
this card-index was lkept by P. 0. Parker. The first published list of meg %&g‘% ) 4
have been able to find is dated Jamary 11, 1952. It gives names and eddm
the amount of duss. The names were not set up alphsbetieally and some @e@pie lmown
to have been members werenit listed. Thirty-eight names were on the List. I am
ineluding & copy slomg with the missing namsg that I kneow about.

Most of the people on that 1952 membership list were active members at the beginming
of the club. At least half & dosen of those are gtill active members todsy.

In Jenuary 1948 De. Celder started a mirror grinding elass in the basement of the
Seience Hall. The class met on Monday nights and was limited to 8 people becsuse of
aveilable eguipment and working area. Of the 8 people who signed up for that first
elags, 6 completsd grinding their mivror., The only reguirement that Bill msde for
entrance to the class wes & mirror kit. A b6<inch weflector kit could be purchased from
Sky & Telescope or Selenbific American for $7.50. This was @& primary mirror kit
only. Bill esvimated that the eyepieces, mount, e%e., could be purchased or made
fairly cheaply s0 that the total cost of the completed telescope would be about $30.00.

Bill Close was in that first mirror grinding classs and found it & new and exciting
experience. It made en enthusiasgtic stargazmer out of him. He aand hie wife Anna Belle
ave gbtill ective members of the elub.

- The Mondsy night mirror grinding clsss became very popular with the club. Each
year on the second Monday in Janvary Dr. Celder would stert & new eclass. It became an
avent to look forwerd to. Une of the marks of en ensteur astronomer was to build

bhis own telescope.

Some members of the club already owned telescopes, or were making one. In 948
P, P. Bose completed construction of & 9-ineh Springfield Telescope. Bill Plnson
had completed comgbruction of his 12%-inch in 1947 weing & ready-made mirror and
aceeggoriss that he had purehssed for $200.

Amateur-cuned btelessopes were not the only telescopes in Atlanta. 4 30-inch
teleascope was coming to Agnes Seott College., This impoztent event for astronomy in
Atlante was being brought aboub primerily thru the efforts of the president of Agnes
3@@@9 Dr. J. R, MeCain. The pr fungtion of the telescope was %o be for teaching
purposes, and secondsrily for research. This was just the opposite of the usual
ge telesgcope. It was the prospect of this teaching f@z@%ﬁﬁ@ that

rd to its

h&é brought Dr. Calder to Agnes Secott, and he was @%ge?éy looking forw

The bullding @f Beedley Obgervatory was an important event for Atlants and the
whole southeast. Hany people and organisations contribubed twards this telesscope
project . The %wo Lﬁggast donstions were $50,000 from William and Sara Bradley to be
used toward the construction of the observatory, and $20,000 from Lewis H. Beeck to
be uged toward the purchase of the 30-inch teles The Aleoa Co. contributed the
materisls for the dome, and the R. D. Cole Co, of » Oeorgle conbributed the
| pnufscuring work on the dome. The Research Corp. of Hew York comtributed & photo-
“electric photometer. Dr. Harlow Shepley combtributed the Henry Draper Catalogue and
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The Atlsntas Cbserver’s Noitebnok

refreshnent commitbee. The custom of serving refre
_an imporbtant o of our glub. It conmbribubes f
{Mewbers can relate to each other and new menmbers ean be made o feel %étez,@ﬁiﬁee Geneva
“and 8ally performed that funetion beautifully for a long time. :

In 1950 Dr . Calder attended & meeting of the Astronomiecal Lesgue and cam
with plans for our e¢lnb to _Join the Agtronomical Leggm One of the privileges of
this would be bhe opportunity to subseribe to megazine for $1.50
per person per year, provided all members of tiiE bed. S0 in 1957 the
Atlants Agtronomy Club beceme members of the &s%?@@s@iﬁgi League. Club dues were set
at $3.50 for adults and $2.00 for junior membersy that included the subseription %o
Sy & Telescope. Also the formeb of the club wes ehanged. The previous slate of
Three officers was shanged to five, imeluding a Reeording-sseretary to keep 8 reecord
of meetings.

The Atlants Astronomy Club wae not the first %8‘%3@?@? ¢lub in Atlanta. In 1935
a high school teacher named H. Reynolds Hudson, sn astionomy enthusiast, orgenized the
%’.‘e@& High Agtromomy Club. In the spring of 1936 with some bimely assisterse from the
Superintendsnt of Sghools, Dr. Willis A. Subtton, they started building an cbservatory
on top of ome of the school bulldings. At the seme time Mr. Hudson and Iouis Mobley,
another astronomy enthusiast, started grinding a 9-ineh mirror. Both projects were
completed in 1937.

The observatory had a eireular brick wall 1) feet in diameter with s rotating
metal dome snd was enitered thru a trap door in the roof. The 9-inch mirror was
ground to a long foeal length and wae sald to have a good flgure. HMany & high scheel
student spent an exelting night in that roof-top obserwvatory kﬁkﬁag at desp-gky objects.

f Vorld War II intervened and in j9i0 Mr. Hudson entered the Navy. While at Tech
High he had always been willing to be at school on elesr nights %o be with his

sbudents in thelr observatory. After ¥r. Hulson went into the Navy there was no
similar teacher with suffiscient astronomical interest % sponsor the high school
students on their night-time skygasing parties. It began to be more and more diffisuit
for them %o gain secess to their cbgervatory. Finally in 1943 the school officials
nalled the trap door shut. After that the observatory that had been built by high
school sbudents for high school students gathered only dust. Recently a 9-inch plate-
glass mirror was smong the astronomical material domated to the Atlanta Astromomy

Club by Sslly Hudeon.

The driving foree of Mr. Hudson had been such ¥hat he began work on & 12-ineh
telescope immediately after completion of the 9-ineh. Mr. Louls Mpbley ground the
mirzor, With the cooperstion of the Boy Ssout suthorities this probject was
instelled on Vinings Mountein at the Bert Adams Boy Scout Camp, located near Vinings
in Cobb County. The whole project was completed in the fall of 1939. The telsscope
hed a yoke-type mounting. It wes protected from the elements by a small boz-type
building that was hinged st the back. The top and sides were built in pylyes 0
that they covld be swung out and baek for observing.

This g@@@@e@%’ also fell vietim to World War 'i”;?i The restrictions and shorbages
meant that aubomobile travel was limited. Amy stesgasing exeursion to ?i@gi@gs
Hountaln involved a long ride on the Marietta g‘%‘:@za% cay %o the Chattahoochese River
and @ long walk tlhru the woods. Soon most of the club menbers were called into the
service, and this project was abandoned in 1943. Mr Louis Mobley moved to New York
s fsﬁ years later and tonk the twe and mirror with him.
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ihe Atlants Obseyveris Notebook

When Mr. Hudson returned to Atlanta in 1948 or 1949 he was called "Hank® Hudson.

JBe served in the Atlenta Astronomy Club with the same enthugiasn that he had shown
| _kevicusly with the Tech High Astronomy Club. He held office both as president and
vice-president, and gave many an interesting lecture on scientific and astronomical
subjects. The last assignement Hank did for the club, before his death from 8 heard
abtack, was to design the circulay that gives a brief description of our elub and is
ded out at the public library, at Fernmbank Scienee Cenber, and to visitors at elub
meebings.

The May Banquet of the Atlants Astronomy Club is named in honor of Hank Hudson
for the many contribubions he made toward amateur astronomy in the Atlanta ares.

« Lee Wilgon

AUTHOR'S WOTEs I bave been thinking about the need for someens writing an srticle
about the early history of the club for several years. The new paople now in
the elub and fubure menbers need to kmow. The information I have used in writing
this article was obtained by talking to some of the e¢lub members, reading the
early editions of the Atls Agtronomers’ REPORT, reading the early elub minutes,
as well as talking to Emily (Campbell) Bolsnd, the first Recording-secretary of
the elub. Hopefullythis arbicle will sbimulate the older members of the elub
inte gathering together the data that each one has, so that someone ean write
a more ecomplete and detailed account of the development of the Atlants Astronomy
Club.

7~ An idea of how the 1952 menbership fell sbout the formation of the Atlanta
~  Agtronomy Club is contained in a regolution adopted in June of 1952 whieh is
reprinted belows

Fihereas, since our organization in 1947, Agnes Scott C@Zlege hag favored the
Atlante Astromemy Club with a meeting place and access to astronomieal ingbrumentsg

“Whereas, Dr. Calder has generously given our club leadership and held: as
Fresident for two years, as constant advisor, and as telescope operator while we
peered at remote objectsg

"Whereas the Ubservatory was made available for the first regional eonventinn of
the Astronomical League last month, at which were were privileged to play host to
menbers and interested vigitors from a nwiber of places in Georgia and four neighboring
gtateas

"Therefore, be it now resolved that the Atlants Astronomy Club desires %o eZpress
its sincere apprecistion and its profound thanks to Agnes Scott College, to the
Bradley Foundation, and to Dr. Wm. A. Calder for the assistance and the encouragemend
which have been and are of gresat value to owr srganisation.

“In psssing this resoclution, the Club instructs the Sezwetary to send copies thereof
to Dr. Wallace M. Alston, President of Agnes Seobt College, to Messrs. D. Abbott Turner
and Wm. B. Turner of the Bradley Poundation, and %o Dr. Calder in addition %o spreading
it upon the minutes of this meeting held on June 13, 1952.9




The Atlanta Observeris Nobebook

THE JANUARY 11, 1952, LIST OF CLUB MEMBERS

\_Jr. Leonard Abbey, 822 S. MeDomough St., Decatur, Ga. (Jr. Mor.) $ 3.00
Mr W. F. Barber, Jr., 2080 Dunwoody St., N.E., Atlanta; Qs 3.50
Mr. R. Bingham, Moultwrie, Ga. (Norman Hotel) 3.50
Mr. P, C. Boland, 97 Dartmouth Ave., Avondsle Estates, Gs. 3.50
Mr. Henry Bookout, Jr., 2706 Lenox Rd., N.E., Atlanta, Os 3.50
Mr J. 8. Brogdon, 63 17th Street, W.E., Atlanta, Ga 3.50
Mr H. E. Bussey, 24j52 Peachtres Rd., N.W., Atlanta, Oa 3.50
Dr. W. A. Calder, Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. 3.50
Miss Emily E. Campbell, 1225 Claimmont Ave., Decatur, Gs 3.50
My, David Cisco, 2308 Mamwell St., Decstur, Oa. 3.50
Mr. Joe Cobb, 1252 Anchor Terrace, S.W., Atlenta, Ca. 3.50
Mr. G, G. Davenport, 468 Moreland Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 3.50
Hrs. W. B. Evans, 1235 15th Street, Augusts, Oa. (Associate) 2.90
Mr. James Hale, 98 Clarendon Ave., Avondale Eststes, Ca. 1.00
Mr. Dan L. Henry, 519 Avery St., Decatur, Qa. 3.50
Professor C. H. Holton, 167 Fourth St., N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 3.50
My, Hugh Howard, 221 Derrudcwn Wey, Decatur, Ga. 3.50
Mr. H. R. Hudeon, 881 Geln Arden Way, N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 3.50
Mr. Hugh Ivey, 252 Beverly Rd., N.E., Atlenta, Ca. 3.50
My . Harry Johnson, 1037 Boulevard Dr., 8.BE., Atlanta, Qa. 3.50

Mr. Wally Kilpabrick, 2252 Granads Blvd., S.W., Atlants, Ga
Mp. J. G. Leonard, 723 Avery S%., Decatur, Ga.

He. J. R. Maulsby, 416 Leonards Ave., N.E., Atlenta, Gs.
Mrg. S. B. MsKinney, 146 S. Candler St., Decstur, Gs.

Miss Clestelle MeNeal, 373 Windsor St., S.W., Atlants, Ca,
~Mr  Seotb McNeal, 294 Rawsoa S5%t., S.W. s Atlantae, O

“~#r Bobert H. Mitehell, 3l Musecogee Ave., N.W., Atlanta s Ga.
Mr. Ray Oxford, 246 Second Ave., Deestur, Ga.

Me. Robert L. Paine, 623 S. McDomough St., Decetur, Ga.

Mr. P. O, Parker, 30k Solomon St., Griffin, Ga.

Mr. J. R. Peterson, 339 Forrest Blwd., Deecatur, Ga.

Mr. Berry Pyron, 922 North Highland Ave., N.E., Atlants, Gs.
Hy, F, P. Rose, 325 5. MeDonough Sb., Deeatur, Ga.
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Mr, B. B. Stokes, 2042 Chelsea Circle, N.E., Atlants, Ga. 3.5¢
Migs Christine Westgabe, 4308 5. Orchard Dr., Decatuwr, Ga 2.

Mrs. Wheeler Winchester, 620 E. Morningside Dr., N.E., Atlants, Ga. 3.5¢
Hr. George Zipfel, 2762 Normendy Dr., N.E., Atlanta, Ca. 3.50
Mr. @. C. Henry, 423 Ansley 8t., Decatur, Oa. 3.50

Some names of members knewn to be missing from the above lisbs

Bill & Anne Belles Close
John L. Browm, Jr.

Bill &

Mary Pinson had already moved o Harvard



