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ANXLTEUR TELESCOPE MAKERS AT STELLAFANE IN VEEMONT

As wvsusl the Aug, 4-5 1978 meeting of Amateur Telescope Makers
at Stellafene on Breezy Hill west of Springfieid has been adeguately
reported ard elearly pletured in the pages of Sky & Telescope by
our friends in Cambridge, Mass. So I do not choonse to bore you by
trying to compete with thelr srtiele. However, since I have not
knowingly seen any other members of The Atlanta Astronomy Club at
any Stellafane mesting I have atbtended in the last 40 years, letb
me just pses on some of my impressions of this event in 1978 and
of ite evolution to date. {But I hope that some of you all have
already bheen there and that others will be cn hand for future
ammual gessions at Stellafane.)

Having attended these meetings off snd on heginmning in the 1930's,
I have seer. them grow from a Tew ecampers with local characters and
their reflecteors, to many hundreds from the noritheastern United
States and eastern Canade who have brouvghi thelr personally made
geopes of 11 types; some having sophisgticated electronle controls
and others simple manual adjustments. The mzchinework on the mounte
ings, getting civecles and drives has lmproved a lot through the years.,

Although megt of the ploneers whom I zaw at first have by now
passed on: Russell Porter and John Pierce, Sr. of Springfield, Vi.,
Weegn Margboel of Boston, Ingalsz of Sgientiflic American, and my old
friend Dicl: Perkin of Garden City, N.¥. Their places have been
taken by other sapable speakers snd judges of telescopes. Now more
and more young people are bringing their excellent ingtyuments,
slides, and repcris on projects. In vecent ysarg, abitendance has
far exceeded the capacity of the Breezy Hill camping area negessi-

tating the relegation of glow applicants ©o more disteant motels and
campgrounds., Flne orgznlzation aud scoperstion by the Springfileld
and Boston clubs have resulted in well srranged accommodations and
prograns ., This year the good nature and the consideratness of every-
body at Stellafane, as well as considerable skill {or driving sars
and camper: in rugged and crowded places, psid off by obviating
troubles ard tentrums.

Two turrst telescopes are in use and on exhibit in the vieinlity,
Cne is at Stellafasne on Breezy HILl znd the other is helf-burisd
near the Hertness House at Springfield. In using these, the observor
8its inslde and eaclosad room wesm shelbered from the night ¢hill;
looking through an evepilece and viewling some celesbisl FPield Biedsd
Tia an outslide mirror, tube and objective, while the robating turret
bolds the svaryy sky . in his visual grasp by cancelling out earth’s
rotation,

Also at Harinesss House (o former governor's place but now an
Inn) is an erhibit of early amateur telescopes, including one

"
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having the tSpringfleld type" mouating in which the eyeplese stays
in one plzce while the tube swings to any pogition. 4 prime mover
in getting wup this falrly new museum has been Berton Willaxd, ths
suthor of the resently published bicgraphy of Russell Porter. (As
you doubtlessly know, PYoyter was instrumental in launching Stella-
fane Observatory. amasteur telescope making, and the Hale scope at
Mt. Palomaw. )

Former governcr Johenson of Vermont, a member of the Springlield
club, iz the one exsepticn to my sad report on the ploneers. Al-
though guite old he still somes, buys his supper at the food-teni
and gives & speesh of cordual weloome vo all. This year he drove
his car up the hill o Stellafane, slthough I heard hin say many
vears ago when he wag governor: #I toock the state trooper to drive
for me¥ to a meetingt

Tllustrated talks, welil made scopes, and discussions with Tolks
heving simular intervests and problems made This yeav's BSteliafane
Convention as Forfuitous as ever, iln spite of unfavorable weather.

=Chandler Holton

ed pote: Chenliler is one of the origlonal Atlanta Asitronomy Club
menbers. He was sa active member from the begimlng snd remmined =0
thoughout the 1950's and 60ts, In 1972 his long tenuve a8 @ math
profesgor ot Ga. Tech came to the end and he retired and went

home Ho Maine, to g small town ealled Scuth Chlna.
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APPARENT MAGRITUDE

How cold and swall they scenm
The stars go far awvay,

The twinkling fragile lights
Invisible at day.

How ominous snd blinding

The Sun that binds cvr Bsyrih,
That warms ou¥ mighty cosans
that gave our 1lifeforms birth.

But all of us mow koow

That stars are suns ag weil,
Some smaller, many larger
Do beings near them dwell?

Progyonians wmay well stars

At theix hesvenly bhodles’ courses.
And vonder the minutsness

Cf thome tiny dlemeonds? sources.

“How cold and small They seen,” they say,
HWhile our sun shines so bright.
The twinkling fragiiz lightz zbove
We only see at night.®
AON Staflfl-
Lee ¥Wilson ~f08 Sheppard
Exrily Boland
Billie Ann Rice
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The NIGHT SKYover the The NIGHT SKY over the

GILBERT ISLANDS GILBERT ISLANDS

This month we complete our series of illustrations of the stamps issued by tre
Gilbert Islands to commemorate their crystal clear skies. The constellations
depicted are Taurus and Scorpius. As seen from these islands which are astride the
equator, Scorpius rides high in the sky. From Atlanta it barely skims the horizon,

Our December meeting will be held on the second Friday of the month: December &,
This will be our annual Christmas Party., Members are invited to bring slides of
astronomical subjects, or interesting related matters. (No X~rated material pleasel)
An expanded spread of edible goodies will be in evidence, so have a light supper.
The meeting will be held at Agnes Scott College's Bradley Observatory, and will
begin at 8:00 pm. This casual type of meeting might be a good way to introduce
some of your friends to the Club. There will be many informal discussions, at all
levels of interest and achievement,

Fernbank Science Center's Astronomy Film and Lecture Series will Feature
Falling Stars and Fuzzy Cousins: Meteors and Comets on December 13 s and In tke Still
of the Night: Poetry by Starlight on December 27. Showings are at 9:15 and 10:15 pm,
and are freel — '

We are still looking for a suitable photograph for ocur 1979 calendar, If you
have an astro-photeo or a slide of some astronomical activity or equipment why not
submit it? Tt will be returned undamaged. Proceeds from the sales of these
calendars go directly into our Observatory Fund, and represent a 100% profit for
the Club,



Bven
These cards are

~David Speering

PRESTDENT TIPS

December 26 in the A,M, Venus will whisperingly whisp behind "Ye 0lde Mone,"
Gainesville, Florida is just south of the graze zone,
s and photographic stations will be set up by I.0.T.A.,
You will remember that he spoke to us this September.
information write him at 610 Florida Blvd,, Neptune Beach,

This rare event will be observable in ocur area in the early morning hours,

My wife and I plan to drive to the observation site Christmas afternoon,

Call me at 957-965% if you want to join us.

Astronomical league Announcement Card #5 is reproduced below,
sent to Menbers-at-=Large, and represent a unnique service to amateur astronomers in

Occultation timing
this hemisphere,

headed by Mike Reynolds,

more spectacular will be the transit as Venus plays "hide and seek" with you

behind the 15% sunlit moon,

If you want more

Florida, 32233,
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