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nomical League News of the observing field is completed, this rule will not be opera-
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Woodruff Dark Site is a Reality! o _
o 4. Only certified Club members may operate the Club’s equip-
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The AAC Board is pleased to announce that we have reachgda|| ysers of the facility must sign a visitors’ log.
an agreement with the Atlanta Area Council of the Boy Scou . . ,
: . All users of the facility will adhere to the Scout’s Outdoor
of America that allows Club members to use the Woodru . o "
. L : ode, and will leave the site in the same or better condition
Scout Reservation near Blairsville. Woodruff will be one o : )
. : tﬁan it was upon arrival.
our main dark-sky observing places. You can go there an o _
observe under the darkest skies in Georgia any time you waAt, The Woodruff speed limit of 14 mph will be observed at all
as |0ng as you abide by the terms of the agreement_ You dgﬁes. Drivers agree to exercise extreme caution, due to the
camp on the observing field (until the adjacent campsite is deresence of many pedestrians.
veloped), and there will be a rustic cabin available after Oct®. The Woodruff Camp Ranger is responsible for enforcing all
ber 1. There are port-a-potties, and there will soon be electrigiles on Scout Property.

ity and a warm-up/storage shed. Rule 3 may be the most difficult, but needs to be followed. The
The Club will spend up to $4,000 from the Dark Site Fund tScout Reservation is private property, and their allowing us to
build the storage and warm-up shed, and to pour a 20 by @8e the field is not much different from a Baptist Church allow-

foot concrete slab to make a level observing surface. We willg us to use their facilities. The rules are similar to State Park
also be installing three polar-aligned pedestalgules, but it is OK to have beer in your campsite in a State
with power. Park.

Dark sky events have been staged at WooAnyone who has ever been to Woodruff on a clear night wants
druff on May 27 and September 30. The next0 9o back. Trading off the beer is worth it. The observing

scheduled event is November 25, but Clutfield is quite remote, so letting the Ranger you know you're

members are welcome to use the site anytime.

Continued on the next page.
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there is important. Both Lenny and Eugenia, who joined the Jr. Astronomers pro-

The Ranger’s name is Kendall Foster. He was born in tfgam in 1947, were also given Lifetime Memberships to the

cabin next to the observing field. He’s a very nice person, bGAC.

is very protective of his 800-acre domain. Be nice to him anthe Japanese honor special individuals by designating then
make sure you call ahead. | can be reached in the daytime'ldational Treasures”. It is most certainly true that this couple

770-218-2180, ext. 3047, or in the evenings at 770-984-0178hould be considered the “National Treasures” of the AAC,

If you try to get me and can’t reach me, you can leave a mee city of Atlanta and professional and amateur astronomy.
sage on the camp’s answering machine at 706-745-2700. TRkase, join me in congratulating and thanking them for their
reason to go through me is so the Ranger doesn’t get 10 or|#6time of contributions.

calls on a weekend. This month we also signed the “Memorandum of Understand-

The release form that you need to sign is posted on the Clulrg” with the AAC (Atlanta Area Council) of the Boy Scouts

Website. You should print it, sign it and mail it to: and approved spending up to $4000 to erect a building at the
John Lentini A \éVoodruff E;]oy ScogthCamp in Blue Ri(/jvge.dThf? BiAACIdh?E

. - een very happy with our presence at Woodruff and would like
833'Country5|de Court w to see our relationship grow and solidify in the future. To find
Marietta, GA 30067 = out more, please read the article about the MOU in this month’s

After | get your form, your name will be put on a list of “ap-Focal Point.

proved users,” and you will get the combination to the gateye also held our Zombie Party at CEWMA on the weekend of
The visitors’ log will be located next to the gate. Access to thghe 23, While Hurricane Helene scared away all but the most
warm-up shed, where other equipment will be located, will bgedicated (or crazy), about 20 people showed up by Saturda:
controlled by another combination lock, available to everyongight and had a great time, with a few hours of really good
who has been checked out on the Club’s equipment. skies. The views of Jupiter and Saturn in both the club’s 24"
The Club’s relationship with the Scouts is still evolving. Cluband Ken Lilja’s scope were magnificent! We preceded the chap-
members have been working for over a year to bring about tHgr meeting with a potluck dinner and that was magpnificent,
agreement so that we may have access to a truly dark placéao.

observe. The Scouts have been pleased with our willingnesg i@ant to encourage everyone to come out to our annual Villa
share our expertise with the boys, and they are really not mughica Picnic on Saturday October 21, starting at 2:00 p.m. We
bother since they tend to fall out by 11 PM. will supply hamburgers, dogs, bratwurst, sodas, condiments anc
This is a win-win proposition, assuming that everyone shows “Birthday Cake” for VR. We ask that you come with a pot-
respect for the land and the rules that the landowners haegk dish (no too much potato salad, please - try for cookies,
and remains sensitive to the fact that this is a new venture fofips and dips, and other salads).

the Scouts. Both the AAC and the Scouts hope that this relgere’s for a good Fall with better skies than we have had all

tionship will be beneficial and long-lasting. summer! -
The next observing event to be held at Woodruft is saturdaparon C.a_rlada
November 25.

From the Prez's Desk ... Board Meeting #3 Minutes

September was a productive month fort the AAC. Many gre
things happened.

Sunday, September 10, 2000. Start time 2:15 pm. Location of
%eeting Fernbank Science Center.

, In attendance: COB - Bear Simmons, Board Members: Jim
The first, and the one the makes me the most pleased PersPisore John Lentini. Bob Smith: Club Officers: Sharon
ally, was to give Lenny Abbey a plague to commemorate his %’arrutf,wers - Preside’nt, Alex Langgoussis — Program Chair-

(1356586 I sa;]d 50) ye?rs als a raerr;}berrc])flghe AAC. I—_I(_a joined pﬂan, Rich Jakiel — Observing Chairman, Peter Macumber —
at the age o twelve. € nasne v.ery po_smon on thlereasurer, Keith Burns — Corresponding Secretary (Focal Poin
AAC Board (six times as President alone); contributed to th@ditor), Joanne Cirincione — Recording Secretary: Club Mem-

education of its members through articles and lectures at meB&'rs/Standing Comnmittees: Art Russell, Gil Shilcutt, Ralph Bow-
ings; and been the AAC’s “window” to a wide network of - «a, Poshedly Carlds Flores ' '

professional and amateur astronomers and astronomical orga- ) )
nizations (such as Fernbank, Bradley, the Planetary Sociggreydent—Sharon Carruthers opened the meeting by thankin

y
and the AAVSO).
) Continued on the next page
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all the Agnes Scott College volunteers for helping out at Fridayonomy night on November 11 (Full Moon). State Parks are
night's (9/8) Night Under the Stars program. It was a succeé$miting for full club participation so if anyone wanted to volun-
and look forward to working with Chris Dupree in the futureteer or just join us they would need to make their own reserva-
Treasurer- Peter Macumber *AAC T-shirts, 2 T-shirt stylestions. Working with Bear and Karen Simmons on getting con-
same AAC logo, various sizes. $10 for S, M & L, $12 X-acts with Native American mythology story tellers and also
Large, 2X and 4X. Looking into Polo Shirts. Recommendaworking with Philip Sacco on his “unique” style of story telling.
tions: look into other suppliers for tall sizes and sweatshirts. Recommendations: Contact other Georgia clubs for joint side-
Ordered solar film for the making of solar filters. ATM groupwalk astronomy sessions. Also, starting a FOGSPA e-mailing
will make filters in a session to sell. * 363 Memberships, 398st. CEWC- (Rich Jakiel) Philip Sacco attempted a section
total individual members. 127 members receive e-mail versiarfficers meeting but it was postponed. Zombie Party funds
- going to site/promotion for CEWC.  Website- *There is a
survey on the website. It will close after 2 weeks. *Lots of
hits. Some months exceed 10,000. *Art Russell offered to put
his Star Hop articles on the Website. *Recommendations: Some
information should be moved to other pages. *Fix screen to fit
all computer monitor sizes. *Combine sites —Nightsky.org and
AAC. Woodruff Boy Scout Reservation-John Lentini * Scouts
want to move on the building of the observatory. *Discussed
. i points from the “Draft” Memorandum of Understanding; oFa-
volunteers get in for free. 2 dif-%...- - . B
!'lfh 5.0 cilities OInstructlona! Program_UAccess to Facilities aRules of
ferent fields, 1 for public one T T T camzonduct @Ownership aSecurity and Insurance sAmendment
ing on this field). Building to be used will either be the Activi- Termination *Allocation of Funds: 20x20 concrete pad, 10ft

ties or Discovery Building. Members are asked to start sen2lkway, 20x20 shed (may have roll off roof) Board approved
ing in payments now. Day of event will cost $10. * Woodrufthe MOU and funds allocated for the building of observatory.
Boy Scout Reservation, September 30. * Villa Rica — Newt0 votes. OTHER TOPICS: *Discussion on the storage of
power pole location. Need to look at permit. Computer equip€ 24in. Possible storage at Woodruff during Spring/Summer;
ment on hold until power pole is re-set. 10in mirror sent out tdeEWC durln_g Fall/Winter. *Need volunteers for several events
re-coating. Maintenance is being done on 20in. * (Ralph Bow?AC has going on. Try to get old/new members to volunteer.
men) Deck almost done. Needs railing. Recommendatiof¥ll néed the manpower with many future events. Great way
were taken on what kind of ramp to be used. Correspondifg S€€ what's going on, meet new people and just to be in-
Secretary—Keith Burns * Some changes were made to tjalved. *Bear Simmons closes meeting with discussion for
Focal Point and there are more to come. September 29 is g Next Board Meeting: *Raising of Dues-justify it financially,
deadline for the October issue. Program Chairman—A|d3ossible different levels of membership. *Next Board Meeting

Langoussis * September’s speaker, Lenny Abbey: Octobertill either be on Sunday, October 8 or Sunday October 22 at
Jim Moore’s church. (after services) 2:00pm. Meeting ad-

meeting will be one week earlier journed at 4:40pm.
than scheduled. It will be on Octo-

ber 13-Full Moon; Looking at - zanarg| Meeting September 15, 2000
December’s meeting to be a Holi-

day Program. Maybe have the Number in attendance: S&haron Carruthers, President-
Ladies of the Night...Sky help with opened the meeting. She talked about the successful events
coordinating a “pot luck” dinner be- FDR State Park and Agnes Scott Colleg&ich Jakiel,
fore a planetarium show. Maybe Observing Chairman — Went over the details of the CEWC
E Zombie Party held 9/22-24. 9/30-Woodruff Boy Scout Re-
have it at Agnes Scott College. serve. Villa Rica looking good. Ralph Bowmen is almost done
Standing Committees Report - FOGSPA (Friends of Georgiaith the deck. There will be a work party sometime in early
State Parks Astronomy)—Joanne Cirincione — Have been havetober. Keith Burns, Corresponding Secretary -An-
ing success with the State Parks. AugudstbAmicalola nounced September 29 deadline for the October Issue of the
Falls State Park-we set a record for attendance at their amphécal Point;Astronomical League (AL) Rep- No awards
theater; September 2-4 — FDR State Park was a tremendaouare given out but there are awards to be given. Members
success. Philip Sacco helped us out with the audience with miere not present at this meetingom Buchanan, Light

story telling. Unicoi State Park contacted us to do an As-
Contined on the next page.

of Focal Point. * No major out- %%
standing bills, little financial ac-

tivity. Complete budgetary re- Ti‘
port will be presented at thedf
next Board Meeting. Observ- &
ing Chairman-Rich Jakiel * 744 &
Zombie Star Party — CEWC [ gt5s
September 22-24. $5.00/day

X
L
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Pollution — On-going project, Einstein Project, which is anAtlanta Astronomy Website
observatory in NE Cherokee County. Cherokee County needs

to meet with water & sewage representatives before movi
on. Joanne Cirincione, FOGSPA— Amicalola Falls State Buzzz..Buzz...Buzz, Hello partial eaten fish! Hello, have you
Park was a success; broke attendance record at the outd@gfrd about the website called AtlantaAstronomy.org?Yes, It
amphitheater. FDR State Park was a success. Next FoGSgtains all of the latest information about observing events,
event will be November 11 at Unicoi State Park in Helen, Ganembership and special surveys. | learned when the next ger
If you are interested in joining us you can call Unicoi at 1-800 eral membership
573-9659 to make reservations. Ask to be put by the AAC meeting is and how to
campers. E-mail Joannesédrrynights@tlantaAstronomy.org join the listserv. | read

for more information.Sharon Carruthers —Announced that some really neat fea-
John Lentini has worked out a Draft Memorandum of Under tured articles, how to
standing with Woodruff Boy Scout Reserve. This is a first fo access the electronic
the Boy Scouts nationally to have a joint agreement with an Focal Point, and took
organization outside the Scouts. Recommendations were ma part in an interesting

to send an article to various publications on this. Sharon als survey. Wow, the
encouraged all to become a “Scouter”. You will be able tc wWebsite
work with the Scouts on their merit badges and also have spg; . .

cial privileges at Woodruff where non-Scoguter are limitdark PRilantaAstronomy.org has everything. | am going to go there

h right now. Yes, | will also go there now to look at the satellite
Banks, Sidewalk Astronomy— Announced some events fori ages. Ahhh.. The cloud cover... Ahhhhh
September. October 2nd - Day Math & Astronomy Lecture ag ades: '
Phoenix Middle School, Lawrenceville/olunteers needed,;

October 4th - Sidewalk Astronomy Pickensville Middle SchoolFriends of Georgia State Parks Astronomy
Joanne Cirincione

Matthew “Yoda” Macumber

Gwinnett Co. 7pniVolunteers

needed: October 12 - Atlanta m “ Labor Day weekend was a great suc-
¢ Botanical Gardens “Moonlight % ) cess at FDR State Park in Pine Moun-
Walk” 7-9pm Open to the pub- tain, GA! We had an awesome volun-
lic *Volunteers needed: Octo- teer turnout — 15 came out and camped!
ber 26th - Stargaze & Science Both Saturday and Sunday’s sidewalk

astronomy was a blast. Philip Sacco
started off both evenings with his
“unique” mythology stories. This mes-
merized the audience. Sharon
Carruthers followed with her presenta-
tion, “Women in Astronomy” on Satur-
day night, filling in for Dr. Schmude who
could not make it. Rich Jakiel did his
presentation, “Hubble Vision” on Sun-
day night. The audience was large and

night Burkely Lake Elementary,
Duluth 7pm *Volunteers
needed; (Tentative) Polo, BBQ
& Stargaze at the Polo field in
Cherokee Co. Please contact
him if you are interested in help-
ing or having a sidewalk as-

i
. [ | 4
tronomy event. bank4@mindspring.com or (404) 257-2766.
Alex Langoussis, Program Chairman- introduced our

speaker, AAC's own Lenny Abbey. His talk “Telescopes the skies were DARK & CLEAR! | wanted to thank the
Wish | Had Known, The Sequel” was very informative andnembers who came out and made this weekend a great suc
entertaining. After Lenny’s talk Alex announced our Octobegess. | wanted to thank Ashley Applegate of FDR State Park

13" speaker, Dr. William Sheehan, who will be visiting us fromgng Beverly Jordan of Friends of Georgia State Parks who
Minneapolis. Before letting Lenny return to his seat, Sharoge|ped make this event a success.

and Alex presented him with a plaque honoring him on 50 years
with the Atlanta Astronomy Club! Also Lenny and his WifeA
Eugenia (43 years with the club) were awarded lifetime mem-
berships. This is much deserved! Congratulations! ~Oth&OVEr-up
announcement: Bradley will have their first open house aftesy Bill Warren
re-opening on Octobef"6 In closing, Sharon raffled off door

prizes. Meeting was adjourned. Continued on the next page.

n Investigative Expose: The Uranus/Neptune
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Several years ago, | tried in vain for more than three months
to find Uranus and Neptune. At magnitude 5.8 or there-
abouts, Uranus should have been a pushover for any tele-
scope even marginally superior to a $19.98 K-Mart Blue
Light Special refractor. It wasn’t, though. I'd looked every-
where it was supposed to be, and it just wasn't there.
Neptune, three mags. fainter, was 15 times more invis-
ible to me than Uranus.

Before giving up, | decided to ask a few people who |

thought should know
about things like where
to find Uranus, so | talked
to Gil Shillcutt and Rich
Jakiel. They hemmed
and hawed when | asked
them where to find Ura-
nus, and finally they sug-
gested that | check the
monthly charts in Sky &
Teland Astronomy. Well,

| did that, but the charts showed this wavy line across the
sky with several Moons in various stages on it. Uranus,
Neptune and other planets were dangling from the line
like fish on a stringer. | compared the charts with the night
sky — and lo and behold, there wasn’t any wavy line up
there! (And no Uranus or Neptune, either.) And then it
dawned on me, a disturbing notion with sinister implica-
tions: No wonder | can’t find Uranus and Neptune (I
thought): They don'texist! Note Uranus in the picture to
the right.

It was all part of an enormous subversive plot, | decided,
to keep Sir William Herschel , the man who “discovered”
Uranus in 1781, from being discredited. Charles Messier

made his share of mistakes (e.g., listing M101 twice, con-

fusing the double star
Winnecke 4 for a tailless
comet, and using liquid
Drano to clean his eye-
pieces); well, Uranus
was Herschel's mistake.
But they didn’t want you
to know that, | reasoned.

Admitting after all these
years that we have only
five planets (I'd already

decided that Mercury and Pluto didn’t exist, either) would
completely undermine and discredit NASA's efforts to
expand its planetary exploration program. Would you ad-
vocate the federal government using your tax dollars to
support multibillion dollar scientific expeditions to planets

that don’t exist?

Note Neptune in the picture to the left. Gil and Rich had
told me that they'd seen Uranus and Neptune — but who
was to say that they weren’t part of a continuing con-
spiracy to fool us into believing that Uranus and Neptune
actually exist?

For that matter (I went on), who was to say that one (or
both) of those gentlemen wasn't on that grassy knoll in
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963? Was it merely coincidental that
neither the Dallas police, the Texas Rangers, the Warren
Commission, the FBI, the CIA, nor any other investigative
agency even bothered to ask Rich or Gil where they were
when JFK was assassinated? Rich had often used the
innocent-sounding suffix -ly in describing me (e.qg., “seri-
ously disturbed); but what if that suffix was actually a clev-
erly disguised reference to Lee Harvey Oswald? But
enough about that.

| didn’t care if the experts said that Uranus and Neptune
were blue, green, blue-green or plaid; the fact was, they
didn’t exist! As | told Rich, “If you believe in the Tooth Fairy,
you at least get a quarter under your pillow; with Uranus
and Neptune, all you get is heartache!

All of which leads me to introduce you to my new observ-
ing program, the “If You Don’t See It, It Ain’t There (And
Doesn’t Exist) Club.” After all, with such superb observ-
ing skills as yours and mine, don’t you suppose we’d see
those faint fuzzy wuzzies in the night sky if they were
really there?

In my new ob-
serving club
(which is vastly
superior to the
AL’'s Messier
Club and the
rest), you simply
aim your ‘scope
where you think
an object ought
to be, and you
only get credit for
it if it's not there.

You earn your certificate and pin by failing to find any 150
objects in the night sky, with double credit for missing the
Moon and quadruple credit for failing to find the sky (e.qg.,
by forgetting to take off your lens cap).

There is no entry fee for my new observing program, but
| do have shipping & handling expenses to consider. Just
make out your check for $250.00, payable to me. Don't

Continued on the next page.
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mail it to me, though; just palm the check to me while  of the obscure, these will bring you some satisfaction once you
we’re shaking hands (the way politicians doit), and I'llget ~ have learned them and found them....after all this is a Hunt....

you a pin, certificate, and - The False Cross-I'll give you a hint....lota and epsilon Cari-

a night's free lodging in == nae and Kappa and Delta Velorum...good luck these are ‘deej
the Lincoln bedroom at in the ground’ so to say....hehehehehe......or is that ...”Ah-Haa-
the White House. Bring Haaaa!”

your own telescope. The Horse and Rider Zeta and 80 Ursae Majoris....
The Sickle- Just Try to find this one at this time of year......This

ones a real Trick....
HF‘ %% @ %%)E E H Cerberus- The three headed dog guardian of hélll.give
d - -

a Halloween treat to anyone who can tell me where to

avoid this beast.....wellll, | did say you may have to get out
Howl-ween Fun an old atlas...didn’t 1? (this is a very uncommon
by Philip Sacco, Lunatic #82 constellation.....after all...How many Three Headed Flesh Eating

- . . 21 fi i i
This list was compiled two years ago, and mysteriously ma\/’%ogs have YOU seen?! find this one and you will have a real

ages to elude me or...."disappear’ two months before the Ho reat to share with others...
ween season. Now that It is posted maybe you will have This last constellation | have included not so much for it's con-

chance to track some of these monsters down as they will ignt- Tubus Herschelii Minor- but rather for the fact that it
rising soon... was created by a Jesuit astronomer nanfeather Maximilian

Well it's that time of year again....Witches, Ghosts and Goblin'é'e”
and ‘Things that go Bump in the Dark'...... Now, if you began this treck about 9PM, you should now be

gpproaching the ‘Witching Hour’ so let’s get to the good

time of year when we prepare ourselves for the unusual, tﬁ%uff ..... after one last easy naked eye object. Turn your atten

scary things to present themselves. But more curious th fAn to the constellation Perseus and hunt dtiiare Demon

that, is the fact that many of us will go out of our way to go d t?i commpnt:?/ kntown as(,;\lgol.bThls sta{ |sbo_n(;;)f the sahdo_rt- .
something a little unusual or even spooky in the ‘Spirit of thtS erm variable stars, and can be seen to brighten and dim |

i I
Season’. e course of just a few days....!

Yip....Hard to believe it's almost Halloween again. This is

If you are one of those individuals who like to hunt out theOK....OK....it’s dark out now and the sky is full of creatures of

unusual and scary.....than this ‘Halloween Trick-or-Treat Lisﬁgg nlbg.ht.i.yi?u Juat neled o S%y thgq] OUEPOAV\{"i'It’S fime f%r;he
will be right up your alley! So fix yourself a cup of hot witches objects for a Howl-ween 15000 [Ime = A lelescope will be
quired for these little monsters, after all......they would rather

brew, put on something warm and take a trip on the Dark Sidg

with a friend for an evening of a Howl-ween good time you didn’t see them and they can only be found under cover of

night!
The Howl- Hunt- 13 Un-Lucky Object . .
(? o v.veen - .or SUEY SDIEEs .. 1. Markarians Chain- M84/86/88...You'll have to hunt early
Let's do a little observing warm up before we get to the “13; fing this chain in a woman’s hair! Wellll...it was a LOT of

Un-Lucky Objects™ and do a little naked eye hunting to get i 5ir so maybe a chain was necessary!?

the mood 9f the evening. _ 2. The Dragon Nebula NGC 5623, M 8...reputed to live in
If we're going to have ghosts and goblins and such creaturgsey pot!

of the night.....everything has a beginning and ‘the end’ is n : :
different, so to start off this seasonal pleasure...something nej%i The Ghost of Jupitet NGC 3242...under the tail of
to be laid to rest. First stop will be somewhere high overhe dra....Good LUCK!

by mid evening. Commonly known as the constellation ‘Del4. The Cat's Eye- NGC 6543...can be found under the first
phinus’, located just NE of the Eagle(Aquila) this little constel curl of the dragon....

lation was at one time ?glleibb’s (;offm’. Iflgur(_a the name 5. The Owl Nebula- NGC 3587, M
comes from the odd ol’ timey cc_)ffln shape of thls_ s_mall grou| 97...you'll have to crawl under the belly of
of stars. Th(_a second constellation to hunt dqwn is just south the Big Bear to find this guy...
Pegasus....find the Sea MonsBatus. The third easy mon- h ‘ _
ster to hunt down is the constellatibraco- The Dragon. 6. The Owl Cluster- NGC 457...This

. : . . one is a treasure of a Queen.....
A little hunting through some old atlas’ will be required to lo- _ Q
cate the following lost constellations, but to the intrepid huntegontinued on the next page.

Page 6



7. The Veil- NGC 6960...Just slipped off Job’s Coffin! dig REAL DEEP to find this one.....and up comes a
I
8. The Blinking Nebula NGC 6826...careful or this one GHOST......BOO!

will drop on your head when your not looking....or rather whed0- Miracks Ghost- NGC 404....this guy is related to a
you can't see it! Tricky little fella’....now ya’ see him...now Chained up Princess.....Monster Meat if you will....he’ll be

ya' don't! Flies with swans.... hovering over head soon

9. The Ghost Ring IC 5148...hehehehehe Happy Hunting!!11. The Spider- NGC 5829...no tellin’ where you will find
try looking under your

12. Medusa- This one is an unable-
Abel 21.....Are you sure you want to
look for this one?!

(13.) The Witch Head Nebula IC
2118 this one will be up early in the
morning near the right foot of Orion.

Well there you are!




Annual Villa Rica Picnic Western and several other motels. There are some spring

The VR Picnic is on Saturday Oct 21, starting at 2:00 p.nilearby for swimming and skin diving. In town is a Wal Mart

Why, you may ask hold it in October? Because we were gift uper store which carries a fair amount of film and does one
the property by the Barbour family, who live to the north of th our developing as does There is a Winn Dixie across the stree

Lo . . .Plenty of places to eat. Bar-B-Q Bill's is a popular astroscoper
site, in October 1973. They gave us this property in memorial . . .
o their son. Walter, Jr.. a member of the AAC and an activﬁang out but there is chinese and cedar key (about 40 mi away

N as some seafood places. If you are camping out, we havi
amateur astronomer, who died in his late teens, for our use P y ping

. VAC available but do not expect to plug a portable AC unit
long as we retain the name of Atlanta Astronomy Club and U8 1t usually depends on the size of the crowd, how the break-

th(a:[ pé?flilrty fosrl_ﬁ)ltlj\lbélc edur::atlor;]. ?ocl) :r\]'e m_wtg you al(lj 0 ?Om%rs handle the power consumption (that is limiting factor - we
out, or (we have he € pichicIn & ay-longy, 1ot ming paying extra on electric). Portable heaters for

downpour!) to remember Walter and celebrate the start of Og(r:opes and blow dryers usually are not a problem. Stereos ar

best viewing season. We will supply sodas, hotdogs, ham and sometimes we have to be careful about how loud the

bratwurst, condiments and a "Birthday Cake”; we ask for IC)Otr'nusic is played (Neighbors are all astronomers but about 1/4 -

luck donations on salads, cookies (the guys love those big b : . . . )
shop kind), chips & pretzels, fruits & veggies, etc. Don't bring:b‘i mile away their are just plain folk who sleep at night).

large amounts - double the normal family batch. As it will be &ontact either Rich Jakiel or Tom Crowley for more informa-

third quarter Moon, some people may stay for the evening tion. Their phone and email addresses are listed on page seve
get some “scoping” in. Sharon. The Star Party runs from Friday October 27th through Sunday

Ocotober 29th.

Work Party at Villa Rica

Saturday October 14th we will be having a work party at oupirections to Mentone Observing Site

Villa Rica observatory. The basic goals this time are 10 [ayout, e .75 north from Atlanta. Take I-75 to Adairsville exit 306.
where the power will go on the property. Finish the deck fogys js Ga 140. Exit interstate here. At end of ramp turn left
the KenPo Shed. In_staII the mirror for th_e 10 inch if it arriveg 10 GA 140 Take GA 140 west to US 27. Turn right onto US
by then. Do some minor repairs on the 10 inch scope and MOUB%. 5 head north to Summerville. In Summerville look for GA
Cut the grass and trim the weeds on the property. FOr MOj§ 4, jeft hand side of road. Turn left onto GA 48. Take 48
details, contact either Rich Jakiel or Ralph Bowman. Their phoRgast you will pass through the towns of Menlo and Cloudland.
numbers are listed on page seven of this focal point. The WoRlyer cloudiand, the road crosses the AL/GA border into AL.
commences at 10 A.M. GA 48 becomes AL 117. Travel west on 117 for several miles.
: : . Look for a church called Mentone Church of God. Past the
Directions & Info for Chiefland Star Party church look for DeKalb county road 644. The road is located
Take I-75 south through Georgia and into Florida. You will exien the left side. Turn left onto 644 and travel for %2 a mile. Look
the interstate at exit 76 in Gainesville, Fla which SR 26 an@r two driveways on the left hand side of the road that are
then go west. This goes about 25 miles to the town of Trentoglose together. There should be several large rocks next to th
In Trenton take SR 47 south to Chiefland. This is another driveways. Turn left into the second driveway and not the first
miles or so. When you get in Chiefland, head south on US 19n€e. Then go past the new house. Take the gravel drive aroun
98. Go south of town (chiefland) about 5 miles on US-19/98he right side of the new house. There is a field with pond and
On the right side of the road is SR347. Go west on SR34#d farm behind the new house. The main setup area is be
about 2 miles and you will reach SR330. Take a left on SR 33@een the old farm house and the pond.

and go exactly 1 mile. Drive slow or you will miss the turnoff

There will be a row of mailboxes on the left. Just before thq‘ennessee Star Party October 20-22
mailboxes, there is a dirt road which has a small sign which

may not be visible. It is labeled LCR 434/NW 50th st. Take A€ Barnard-Seyfert Astronomical Society in Nashville Ten-

right here. Go one city block west on the dirt road and the fir§€SSee, is hosting an astronomical event in October. We hav
road on the right will be NW 52nd CT. Take a right and géecured a large field with cabins at Fall Creek Falls State Park
north to the end of the road. On the left is a pole barn and smalfiS Place has fantastic scenery and wonderful dark sky. Our
building. This is the site. camp can accommodate about 200 people and at least th:

_ ) , . many telescopes. We will have great speakers and fellowship
Chiefland star party is $5 a night. and we do not really prowd'(:zOr more information please visit this link. http://

”?“C,h ih the way of speakers or _SUCh' Hovyever, Safurday i?/\fi}vw.bsasnashviIIe.com/directory.htmI We hope to hear from
picnic in which everyone participates. Chiefland has a Be%ul
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Joint Star Party Mentone, Alabama starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org.
By Keith Burns For Reservations call 1-800-573-9659 (If you want to camp

The Atlanta Astronomy Club and the Von Braun Astronomica‘f‘('th the re_st of us agk to be put with the AAC. Tho%‘gh th.e‘
Society are holding a joint star party on Saturday October 2§t€S are first come first serve the park suggests doing this.
2000. The observing location has changed. The town of Mentofg@MPSite costs: $14.00 - Campsites with water only; $19.00 -
is the new location. It's located west of Summerville, Georgig@MPsites with water and power; $22.00 - RV/Trailer sites

and only a few miles inside of the Alabama state line. Thani{ull-nood-up). Check the Events Link on our website and join

to AAC member Roger Dowiat for allowing us use of the sitet'® FOGSPA e-mail listserve for updated information on cur-
rent and future FOGSPA events. Go to the Mailing List link on

The observing field is a grassy hilltop with good horizons ang,o home page at AtlantaAstronomy.org. HOPE TO SEE YOU
dark skies. It's located on top of Lookout Mountain. Itis 190G ErE!

feet above sea level. Unlike the previous site, this location is
only a short distance off the main road. If you have any queg:glendar

tions or want more information, please phone me (at 770-427- : : :
1475) or email me (at Keith_B@bellsouth.net). Z)ctober 13th - General Meeting at Emory University 8PM

The Chiefland Star party is scheduled for the same weeken%r(.)eaker Dr. William Sheehan.

If you don’t want to(or can't) drive to Florida, this is the star

party for you. The distance is exactly 88 miles from my hous@ctober 14th-Work Party at Walter Barber Observatory
in West Cobb. There is no charge for the gvent either. T_heéqarts at T0AM.

will be no speakers but plenty of an observing. You can either

tent camp or sleep in your vehicle. Come on out and hang out

with the folks of the Von Braun Astronomy Club for the night.October 21st - Annual Picnic at Villa Rica.

Timothy Ferris Announcement October 28th-CEWMA Chapter Meeting.

Mark this date on your calendar. Wednesday, November ©ctober 28th - Mentone, Ala. - Alternative Deep-sky event.
2000 at 7 PM. Timothy Ferris, author of The Whole Shebangyctober 27th-29th - Chiefland, Fla. Special Deep-sky event.
Coming of Age in the Milky Way and the creator of the PBS

series, Life in the Universe, will speak at Agnes Scott College. ) o
November 1st- Gaines Auditorium at ASC.

Speaker Timothy Ferris 7PM.

Amatuer Telescope Makers
_ _ November 4th-Walter Barber Observatory Open House.
Since the loss of their home at Bradley observatory, the ATMers

meet sporatically but often. Watch the AACLIST to find out

more from Tracy or Skip. They have been meeting at Skidovember 10th-Open House”Sculpting the Sky” 7:30PM
Cook’s House. Skip is listed in the committee section of thgradley Observatory at ASC. Speaker Amy Lovell.

Focal Point on page 10. You can also email Tracy at

tracywilson@alltel.net. Soon they will be back at Bradley since _ _ )

the renovations of the building are almost completed. November 17th-General Meeting at Emory University 8PM

Speaker TBA

Friends of Georgia State Parks Astronomy

Saturday, November 11 we will be at Unicoi State Park in Helemovember 25th-Deep Sky Session Woodruft BSC.
Georgia for a sidewalk astronomy andcampout! Unicoi has

invited us to be a part of their Astronomy weekend. It will bepecember 8th-Open House”Stonehenge to Keck”7:30PM

a full moon weekend so come prepared for the “bright” skies! -
We will start off with a talk and slide presentation at 7:00;Bradley Observatory ASC. Speaker Dr Chris DePree.

followed by a sidewalk astronomy session for the park! Direc-

tions will be posted as the time gets near. We would like to gBrecember 15th- General Meeting. Location TBA.
an idea of how many people plan to come or if you have apyjanetarium program and a surprise.

guestions please e-mail Joanne at the her new email address of
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AAC Club Officers

President: Sharon Carruthers
770-941-4640 SCarruthers@NightSky.Org
VP Program Chairman: Alex Langoussis
770-591-5776 aleko@mindspring.com
VP Observing Chairman: Rich Jakiel
404-352-0916 DeepSky@mindspring.com
Treasurer: Peter Macumber
770-941-4640 PMacumber@nightsky.org
Recording Secretary:Joanne Cirincione
770-898-4271 starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org
Corresponding Secretary:Keith Burns
770-427-1475 Keith B@Bellsouth.net.

Contacts

Villa Rica Coordinator: Ralph Bowman
770-926-1424 email TBA

CEWMA Coordinator: Philip Sacco
404-296-6332 ppsacco@mindspring.com
Equipment Training: Stef Whetstone
770-460-7678 swhetstone@mindspring.com
Club Historian: Lenny Abbey
404-634-1222 labbey@mindspring.com
Club Librarian: Jim Moore

770-242-6735 hollin@dwcs.com

Copyright 2000, Atlanta Astronomy Club. All rights reserved.

Board Of Directors

Bear SimmonsChairman

404-299-7511 Bear@NightSky.Org

Tom Crowley

404-233-6886 crowleytj@hotmail.com

NightSky.Org

Did you know that there are two versions of the focal point

available? One is the standard 8 page black and white one the
is mailed to members. The other version is the web version. It
is10 to 15 pages long. It's also in color and includes pictures
and an extra article or two.

The Focal Point is available in colmmline in PDF format. The

770-923-6832 tfaber@america.net free Adobe(R) Reader allows you to view, navigate, and print

Tom Faber
John Lentini
770-984-0175 johnlentini@yahoo.com
Jim Moore
770-242-6735 hollin@dwcs.com
Bob Smith

770-886-8191 bsmith@msn.com

Standing Committees

Sidewalk Astronomy: Mark Banks
404-257-276@ank4@mindspring.com

AAC Webmaster: Matthew Macumber
770-941-4640vebmaster@atlantaastronomy.org
Light Pollution: Tom Buchanan

770-521-2136

Hospitality & Refreshments: Julie Moore
770-242-6735ulie@dwcs.com

Ladies of the Night...Sky: Chrissy Mondell
404-299-873%tarlight@mindspring.com

Friends of Georgia State Parks Astronomy:Joanne Cirincione
770-473-7196starrynights@AtlantaAstronomy.org
Amatuer Telescope Making: Skip Cook
404-325-498%6cz9@cdc.gov

PDF files across all major computing platforms.

Visit NightSky.Org/aacon the web. In a private sub-web, the
past year of Focal Points can be found. Check it out. If it works
for you, send me an e-mail and | will stop sending you a copy
snail-mail. It will also save the club a dollar. The Focal-Point
web can be entered by using the UsernamBACE and a
password ofvega These names a case sensitive! Type AAC
in capitals, type vega in lower case.

Focal Point Deadline

I’'m looking for articles, pictures, and drawings on anything as-
tronomy related. Perhaps you have taken a trip somewhere
and did something astronomy related while there. Tell the rest
of us about it. You can email it to me or send it to me. My home
address is Keith Burns 3740 Burnt Hickory Road Marietta,
Georgia 30064. Email address is Keith_B@bellsouth.net.

The deadline for the November issueis October 30th

Magazine and Membership Renewal

You are sent a membership renewal two months before your
membership expires. Your magazine renewals are sent to yol
by the publisher. Magazine renewals must be paid by the
club. Remember to send renewals to the club with a check
payable to the club. S&T is $30. Astronomy is $29. Club
membership is $25 or $10 for a student.
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October General Membership Meeting

Note that the date has changed just for this one month. This months meeting will be Friday October 13, 2000. The fe
speaker this month is Dr William Sheehan. The title of his talk is Neptune’s Discovery: Crown Jewel of Celestial Mecha
or Heist of the Century?

William Sheehan is a practicing psychiatrist with a life-long interest in astronomy. The year he graduated from medical <
he published his first book, *Planets & perceptions, a book of the year of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific in 198t
has written several other books, most notably *The Immortal Fire Within*, a highly acclaimed biography of astrono
Edward Emerson Barnard, based on original research in the archives of Vanderbilt University, Lick Observatory, and Y
Observatory, and *In Search of Planet Vulcan* (with Richard Baum), which a reviewer in *The Journal for the Histor
Astronomy* praised as containing the “the best popular history of celestial mechanics | have seen.” He is a contributing
to *Sky & Telescope*, assistant coordinator of the Solar System studies section of the Association of Lunar and Plat
Observers, and a member of the History of Astronomy Division of the American Astronomical Association, and a const
to Committee 41 (history) of the International Astronomical Union. In addition to his historical work, he is a keen obse
especially of the Moon and planets. He spent the year 1999-2000 in New Zealand and while there was an honorary r
associate of the Carter Observatory in Wellington.

Astronomical League News
By Keith Burns

Do you want to have one of those cool Astronomical League
pins to wear like some of your fellow club members do. All you

have to do is complete the requirements
of one of the AL observing programs.
There are 21 different observing programs
available for you to do. Anything from ob-
serving the sun to logging the Messier ob-

jects. You can also observe th
moon. Some of the programs re
quire the use of binoculars instea
of a telescope. So if you don't
have a telescope, you can still d
one of the programs with a stan
dard pair of 7X35 binoculars. If
you want information on the pro-
grams available, contact me b
calling(home 770-427-1475) or
email me( at

Keith_B@bellsouth.net).You can Zombie Party Lost & Found
also ask any club member wear-

ing one of the observing awardSharon Carruthers
pins. They can give you some infoSeveral people left their dishes behind. They were

on the perticular observing pro-washed and put under the counter in the Aquatic Center’s
gram they have completed. Re-XKitchen. You can pick them up at the next Chapter
member that as a member of thévieeting. | have the Tilley hat and camping pot that were
AAC vyou also have a member-Ieft behind in my possession - please e-mail me or give
ship in the Astronomical League. me a call so | can arrange getting them back to you.

Page 11



C L U B EST. 1547

The Focal Point

Newsletter of The Atlanta Astronomy Club, Inc.

ATLANTA
ASTRONOMY

FIRST CLASS

FROM:

3740 Burnt Hickory Road

Keith Burns Email: Keith  b@bellsouth.net
Marietta, Georgia 30064

We're here to help! Here’s how how to reach us:

Atlanta Astronomy Club

PMB 305

3595 Canton Road A9
Marietta, GA 30066

Legal Stuff

Here’s a little info on most of the pictures used . Credit should be given to the
proper folks just to make this legal. If you are curious, go visit some of these sites.
Some pretty interesting stuff to see.

Page 4 pictures. 1) Discovery Communications Inc. Website address is
www.discovery.com 2)Friends of Georgia State Parks. Website addresswus
dnr.state.ga.us/dnr/parks

Page 5 pictures. 1)Bill Arnett web master. Images from NASA. Website is
www.seds.org/nineplanets/nineplanets/nineplanets.htn®) Spock photo from
Paramont Pictures.

Page 6, 7, & 11 pictures. 1)Halloween stuff from Jerry Wilson. Website address is
http://wilstar.com/holidays/hallown.htm 2) Atlas pictures from University of
Milano. Websitehttp://mahler.brera.mi.astro.it/HEAVENS/ATLAS/
atlanti.html 3)Neptune photos from Calf. Insitute of Technology. Webshéis/
/pds.jpl.nasa.gov/planets#i)Snoopy from Charles Schulz United Syn.

The Atlanta Astronomy Club Inc., the South’s largest and oldest astronomical society, mee
at 8:00 p.m. on the third Friday of each month at Emory University’s White Hall or occa-
sionally at other locations (check the hot line for details). Membership is open to al
Annual dues are $25 ($10 for students). Discounted subscriptions to Astronomy, and S
& Telescope magazines are available.

Hot Line: Timely information on the night sky and astronomy in the Atlanta area is avail-
able on a twenty-four hour basis on the

Atlanta Astronomy Club hot linei770-621-2661
Internet Home Pagenttp://www.AtlantaAstronomy.Org
Subscribe to the Atlanta Area Astronomers Mailing List!

List posting addres&tAC@topica.com

To subscribe to the new list, send a messageAG-subscribe@topica.com
To drop out of the list, send a messag&t8C-unsubscr  ibe@topica.com

Fo& romen o hipfwwiopcacomsSAAC
Toemenwheanodaiichlamdogserdmessageso LAbbey@mindspring.com



